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Adoption of improved agricultural practices by farmers
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Abstract

New Agricultural Technologies generated by the Agricultural Scientists of Indian Council
of Agricultural Research, Agricultural Universities and Scientists of NGO’s etc. are no use
unless they are understood and put into practice by the farming community. The present study
was conducted in Rampur District of Uttar Pradesh to find out to what extent the villagers are
adopting improved agricultural practices in adopted village as compared to non-adopted
village. Twenty farmers were selected randomly from each village. Two major crops i.e. paddy
and wheat were selected for the adoption of improved agricultural practices among the farmers.
The findings of the investigation revealed that adoption behavior of farmers with respect to
improved agricultural practices was different from practice to practice and crop to crop in adopted

and non-adopted villages.
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Introduction

There exists still a wide gap between the
technology available at the research and its use in
farmer’s field. It is therefore highly important that the
new technology generated should find immediate
application on the farmers’ field, so that so-called
techno-extension gap is reduced to the minimum. The
present study was conducted in Rampur District of
Uttar Pradesh to find out to what extent the villagers
are adopting improved agricultural practices in adopted
village as compared to non-adopted village.
Methodology

The study was conducted in purposely selected
Rampur District of Uttar Pradesh. Two villages were
selected for the study. One Village (Brijpur) has been
adopted as per village adoption Scheme of Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (S.V.B.P. Univ. Of Agri. & Tech.,
Meerut) Rampur. The other village (Jadonpur) was
taken to compare the adoption behavior of the farmers
with adopted village. The farmers of these villages
were respondents. Twenty farmers were selected
randomly from each village. Two major crops (Paddy
& Wheat) were selected for the adoption of improved
agricultural practices among the farmers. The
questionnaire were developed with the consultation of
scientists, S.V.B.P. Univ. of Ag. & Tech., Meerut. It
was tested and improved after discussion with the
farmers. The data were analyzed using mean
percentage.
Results and Discussion
Characteristics of respondents :

The characteristics of respondents in adopted and
non-adopted villages are presented in Table 1. The

table 1 shows no difference in characteristics of
respondents with respect to age, education, occupation,
land holding, family size and family type.

Table 1: Characteristics of respondents (%)

Factor Category Adopted Non-Adopted
Village Village
Age Young (<35Yrs.) 20 10
Middle (35-50 Yrs) 50 55
Old (>50 Yrs) 30 35
Education Iliterate 50 55
Up to Primary 30 25
Up to Matric 15 15
Above Matric 05 05
Occupation ~ Main (Agriculture) 80 75
Secondary 20 25
Land Holding Size Marginal 50 55
Small 30 35
Big 20 10
Annual Income Low (<20000) 25 30
Medium(20000-40000) 55 60
High (>40000) 20 10
Family Size ~ Small (<5) 30 25
Medium (5-8) 50 55
Big (>8) 20 20
Family Type  Joint 40 45
Nuclear 60 55

Sources of Information

It is obvious from the Table-2 that there were 11
sources of information for the farmers in both the
villages. These are Fellow Farmers/Friends/Relatives,
Shopkeeper, Radio, Extension Personnel,
Demonstration, Meeting, Pamphlet, KVK Scientists,
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Local Leaders, News Papers and Fair/Exhibition.
There was distinct difference between adopted and
non-adopted villages. It can be seen that KVK
Scientists, Radio and Meeting were the major sources
of agriculture technology for adopted village. In Non-
adopted village, Extension Personnel Specially Gram
Panchayat Vikas Adhikari, Shopkeeper and Fellow
Farmers/Friends/Relatives were the sources of
agriculture technology.

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to the
sources of information

S. Sources Adopted Non-Adopted
No. Village(%) Village (%)
1. Fellow Farmers/Friends/

Relatives 30 60 Il
2. Shopkeeper 25 40 1N
3. Local Leaders 20 30
4. Radio 60 I 30
5. Extension Personnel 40 70 1
6. Demonstration 40 15
7. Meeting 50 Hl 25
8. Pamphlet 25 10
9. KVK Scientists 70 | 15
10. News Paper 5 —_
11. Fair/Exhibition 20 10

Extent of adoption of improved agricultural practices
It is evident from the table 3, that the adoption of

application of insecticide/fungicides to the crop (25%).
The use of herbicides was also encouraging in both
the villages. In adopted village, the use of herbicides
varied from 80 to 90 per cent for wheat and paddy

crops. Similarly the use of herbicides varied from 60

to 65 per cent in non-adopted village. The above

findings clearly show a wide gap in adoption of
improved agricultural practices in adopted and non-
adopted villages.
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